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HIS to Okinawa 


My husband is fighting with the 96th divi 
sion in the southern part of Okinawa and even 
in the midst of fierce battle he thinks of HIS 
and would so like to see a copy. 

Ogden, Utah Carolyn Walton 


+ + + 


“The Only Hope for Joe’”’ 


Although J think Bill Lantz did a fine thing 
in choosing the atonement as the theme for 
his oration at Northwestern University this 
spring (see “The Only Hope for Joe’ June 
HIS ), J believe he stated dangerously the idea 
why the desires of a Christian change. He 
seemed to say that as we contemplate the 
sufferings of Christ we feel the need for greater 
nobility in ourselves and want to live better 
lives. Now this seems to ignore the fact of the 
Holy Spirit, “for it is God that worketh in 
you both to will and to do of His good plea- 
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sure.’ J think that the Holy Spirit can use our 
contemplation of Christ's sufferings (as well as 
many other things about Christ) to help us 
want to give ourselves more completely to 
Christ. 
Chicago, Illinois James Barrington 
Right. Probably Bill believes this too.—Eds. 
+ + » 
More Social Insight Needed 
J appreciate HIS so much .. . However, J do 
wish that some of the etibcal and social in 
sights and responsibilities—stewardship in the 
Lord for the upbuilding of the Body and the 
obedience of Christ in full love—would appear 
more fully in the pages of HIS. 
Yale Divinity School 
+ + » 


Hal Le‘per 


The articles bringing students face to face 
with their social responsibilities gladden my 
heart as J have been often saddened by the 
fact that our evangelical circles have so little 
concern for conditions in the world. This is a 
condemnation by our more liberal associates 
which we have justly deserved, and J] am happy 
to see well-balanced articles in HIS on the sub 
ject. 

Aurora College, Illinois Hazel Heffren 
+ + » 
A More Meaningful Life 

J anxiously await the coming oy HIS each 
month and read it entirely, some articles sev 
eral times. Of course there are statements from 
time to time with which J do not agree, but 
thinking about it helps me to crystalize my 
impressions and be more certain about my own 
Opinions .. . More than once in the past few 
months have J found very explicit and more 
satisfying answers to questions in my mind. 
By prayerful reading and sincere application of 
several pertinent statements, J have been able 
to live a more meaningful life. 

Houston, Texas Missy Friedkin 
+ + » 
May This Be So 

J was recently given a year's subscription 
for HIS and the reading of my first three issues 
has blessed me beyond measure. Jve thanked 
the Lord for the precious little magazine. Jt has 
already greatly enriched my Christian life . . . 
May you be kept in the center of His perfect 
will. 


Independence, Kansas Verna Nelson 
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“I wonder if there’s anything really worthwhile? Is there anything 


man can do or be that transcends all this littleness? 


“The tittle people bustle 


By LAC H. Don Monro, RCAF 


ROM ’way up here on the hill I can see 
little trains puffing across the fields, 
wee houses in straight rows, and blocks 
of prim apartment houses standing stiffly 
at attention with their little black fire 
escapes. Say—don’t our barracks down 
there look small! My barrack block, 
shaped like an H, and with all those win- 
dows, has sixteen rooms—and fifteen 
bunks lined up in each room. Barracks 
are just like a filing cabinet—only in- 
stead of pulling out the cards, all you’d 
have to do in this case is unlatch the 
side of the barrack block and pull out 
a bunk—and you've got two men! That’s 
it! Men are just filed away in barrack 
blocks—for reference—and you pull ’em 
out any time you like—or shove ’em 
in again. None of them is really very 
important. Men! Four hundred and 
eighty of ’em—just filed away in a 
cabinet—and | live in that cabinet too! 
Just look at all those apartment blocks, 
like so many boxes—and can you ima- 
gine—people are living in there, doing 
SEE RR NE REE A OA LT LETT: 
*Leading Aircraftman Don Monroe got his 
B. Sc. (in anthropology from Wheaton Col- 
lege) in '45 just before entering the RCAF and 
being sent to Gander, Newfoundland where he 
is Associate Editor of Gander, Gander's 


RCAF magazine. This article reprinted from 
Its Yours, 1130 Bay St., Toronto. 


things—people like me. In one little com- 
partment they’re having dinner, in an- 
other a hubby and his wife are qurrel- 
ling, in another a little girl has just heard 
that her mother is dead—so many little 
things are going on in that little box— 
all almost overwhelmingly important to 
the little folks concerned—but what do 
they matter in the world scheme? Who 
cares or what does it matter what hap- 
pens to any one of those little people? 


Watch those two airmen going from 
their barrack block to the main building. 
Several others. are scattered around going 
here and there. They are just dark globs 
walking. | s’pose a couple of those fel- 
lows have exams coming up—they’re 
probably worrying; those exams seem so 
important—to them. Their whole life is 
so important—to them. They are the 
center of their litle world—but there 
are dozens, hundreds, thousands, mil- 
lions, like them—so what does their one 
little scheme matter? It is as nothing. 


What is the world? It is nothing but a 
duplication of this little community a mil- 
lion times. So I guess world character- 
istics are the characteristics of a little 
community. The world is just a lot of 
little communities with little dark globs 
running around in them, doing things 
they consider important. 





There’s a war going on in that little 
world. Little men climb into little flies— 
and shoot at other little men in other 
little flies; then both fall into the sea, 
they and their little flies. 

There are other things about the little 
dark globs. They find out things they 


what they are—Little People. Each Little 
Person bustles around in his little world, 
doing his meaningless little tasks. Some 
of them spend years and years studying, 
but what do they know, where have they 
arrived after all that? Nowhere! They 
still know nothing that lasts. Then they 


die and make room for other Little 
People who bustle around the same way. 


didn’t know before and they write them 
down and make libraries and establish 
universities and invent things—but it’s 
all so trifling. They really don’t know 
anything, those little globs. All human 
knowledge is so tiny, so insignificant. 
Discovery: people are little (they 
stand at the most only six feet high) 
and everything they do is little and in- 
consequential. Even things they call big 
or buge are still pitifully little if one 
only gets high enough above them. So 
ll call them the Little People. That’s 


I wonder if there’s anything that is 
anything; does any occupation have con- 
sequence? Is there anything man can do, 
or be, that transcends all this littleness? 
Is everything, well, sort of inconsequen- 
tial and doesn’t matter? If it is—what’s 
the use? But if there is something that 
counts, what is it? What is there that 
counts for something? 


I know—and you know. 


wo ministers’ wives were talking together. One said, “My husband is so 

discouraged. He just doesn’t feel like continuing with his work. People don’t 
cooperate. Attendance is so poor and his salary is so low, I don’t know 
what to do.” 


The other said, “We have been so happy in our work. Truly the Lord is 
blessing and my husband is experiencing a real joy. The church is packed 
every Sunday and our Sunday school has grown so. I wouldn’t leave 
for anything.” 





As they talked they were mending their husbands trousers. One was patching : 
the seat, the other the knees. c: 
—Major Lewis Hutchins 





No 

Suppose someone were to offer me $1000 for every soul I might try to win. anc 

to Christ. Would I endeavour to lead any more souls to Christ than I las 
am doing now? Is it possible that I would attempt to do for money, even : 
at the risk of blunders or ridicule what I hesitate to do, or shrink from doing nt 

now, in obedience to God’s command? Is my love of money stronger than dia 

my love for God or for souls? How feeble then my love to God. Perhaps this sta 

explains why I am not a soul winner! gre 

—Great Commission Prayer League as 

of 














ES aiiias Sir William Dobbie leaves 
North America this month for England 
and home. Few non-political figures 
have been listened to by as many people 
in so short a time. In 40 U.S. and Cana- 
dian cities packed out civic auditoriums, 
stadiums and university assembly halls 
greeted the big and humble general and 
heard him quietly tell about the defense 
of Malta and about what Jesus Christ 


University of Washington 
welcoming committee includ- 
ed A/C Richard F. Thomp- 
son, V-12 and chapter offi- 
cial of U. of W.’s University 
Christian Union. The Univer- 
sity sent a chauffered car to 
pick up Lieutenant General 
Dobbie at the Washington 
Athletic Club, and Dick and 
the General rode back to the 
campus together. 


meant in his life during those hectic days. 


Close and enthusiastic attention to 
Dobbie’s story and testimony came from 
25,000 university students on 8 Cana- 
dian ‘and U.S. campuses, who listened 
critically and well, and went away think- 
ing. Pictured above and on the next page 
are scenes from the General’s campus 
appearance at the University of Wash- 
ington in Seattle. 





University of Washington president L. P. Sieg welcomes Dobbie to the campus before intro- 
ducing him to the student body a few minutes later. Dobbie’s campus appearances were under 
official University sponsorship, usually in cooperation with the local Christian Fellowship chapter 


i 
; 


Speaking at 10 A. M. at a Convocation called by President Sieg, and well supported by various 
departments of the University, the General was heard by 1500 students who listened with in- 
terest to his quiet rehearsal of the affair at Malta that many commentators believe had much 
to do with changing the course of the war. “I believe that this was the secret of the defense of 
Malta,” Dobbie said, ‘““We asked for God’s help and He gave it.” Enthusiastic assemblies also 
heard Dobbie at the Universities of Michigan, British Columbia, Toronto, Western Ontario; 
and at McMaster, McGill, Queens, UCLA and Yale. 





Important advice from a man who has spent his life serving the 
King of Glory while in the service of an earthly king. 


Ftow to serve the King of kings 


BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL SIR WILLIAM DOBBIB 


[' is very exceptional for anyone to 
come to Christ without some human 
being’s having been a link in the chain 
which has led to that result. 

The one argument which will carry 
weight in bringing others to Christ is 
our Own personal experience of the 
Person of whom we speak. All our ser- 
vice for Him while we are here on earth 
must have that in view, and in one way 
or another, both directly and indirectly, 
be a means to that end. Man’s nature is 
such that he is usually more influenced 
by the experience and testimony of 
other men than by mere abstract con- 
siderations. 

Our service in telling others of Christ 
is not confined to stated periods. It is 
not true that part of the day is God’s 
and the rest is our own. We are on duty 
the whole time. This fact lends dignity 
and significance to the most humdrum 
and apparently trivial things we do, and 
makes the well-doing of them important. 


In our service through the medium of 
words, we need to be watchful and 
prayerful lest we presume to give evi- 
dence about that concerning which we 
have no personal firsthand and definite 
knowledge. As in the case of the man of 
Gadara, we need to tell of what Christ 


has done for us. Are we quite clear 
about what He has done? Do we realize 
that He actually loved us enough to 
give His life in order to redeem us? Do 
we realize that we have been able to 
make no contribution to this work of His 
beyond gratefully accepting it? Do we 
know anything of His companionship, 
friendship and help? These, and many 
other like things, we want to pass on 
to others as being our own experience, 
but we can only do so provided they 
really are our experience. We can only 
say what we know ourselves. We must 
be scrupulously truthful in our evidence 
and remember, it is to the Person Him- 
self, rather than to something about 
Him, to whom we desire to bear wit- 
ness. However little our knowledge of 
Him may be, that knowledge we need 
to pass on. 

This is the sort of thing which the 
world around us needs to know, and 
longs to know. Abstruse questions of 
ethics and philosophy may have their 
attraction, but the good news of Jesus 
Christ—what He has done, and what 
He is to me—must come first. It is on 
that knowledge as the foundation that 
everything is built. The fact of Christ 
and His redemptive work is the found- 
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ation, and when that foundation has been 
well and truly laid, then—and not till 
then—can we interest ourselves in the 
superstructure. 

Apart from the ordinary duties of 
life, which are part of our service to 
Him, there may be, and usually is, some 
special way in which God desires us to 
work for Him. He must choose that 
way for us, and we must prayerfully 
find out from Him what is His choice 
for us. 

It may be some very simple and 
humble form of service. We must grate- 
fully accept that honor and do it for 
His glory. It is not for us to insist that 
God give us something more showy 
—such a desire has an element of pride 
in it, and therefore must be discounted. 
He that is faithful in that which is 
least is faithful also in much, and just as 
in mundane tasks, God usually leads us 
to begin with the simpler forms of 
service. 

But what a difference there is between 
His service and that of the world! How- 
ever humble the job He gives us to do, 
we can do it to His glory; we labor 
for Him, and as His representatives. We 
can never really get away from the privi- 
lege and honor it is to serve Him at all, 
even in the humblest capacity. 

Another point to remember is that, 
however simple, and humble the task, 
it must be done in His strength. That 
is needed for all service. There is nothing 
which we do for Him in which we are 
not absolutely dependent on Him for 
its effective execution. The devil will 


Condensed from A Very Present Help. Copy- 
right 1945 by Zondervan Publishing House, 
847 Ottawa Avenue, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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constantly try to get us to rely on our 
own aptitude or cleverness, and_ thus 
spoil the work of God. The devil will 
use every artifice to accomplish this end, 
and many of us have had frequent and 
unpleasant proofs of his cunning devices. 
Here the divine garrison of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts is the only safeguard. 
The danger is very real and great. He 
—and He alone—can keep us from it. 


The Problem of Flattery 


One of the devil’s favorite weapons in 
these attacks is flattery. It so often elicits 
a response from the pride within us that 
it is a particularly dangerous weapon. 
Perhaps we have been delivering an ad- 
dress. The devil whispers to us, “That 
was a fine address; people were obvious- 
ly greatly impressed. Well done!” Some- 
times he uses others, very well-meaning 
and kindly persons, to deliver his mes- 
sage. However it comes to us, may the 
Holy Spirit of God keep us from suc- 
cumbing to it, and at all costs keep us 
humble before Him. 

Another suggestion which the devil 
makes to us (and especially as we grow 
older and more senior in our profession) 
is that we should make full use of any 
prestige we may have, or think we have. 
He says to us: “God has given you this 
position, this prestige. It would be a 
great mistake not to make full use of it 
for His glory”; and before we know 
where we are, we find ourselves relying 
on worldly position and prestige, rather 
than on God. Simple, humble reliance 
on Him is what we need, and nothing 
must be allowed to insert itself, so that 
the other is pushed to one side. God tells 
us that the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal. Such weapons are quite in- 
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effective in His service, but the weapons 
which He puts in our hands—faith in 
Him, reliance on Him—are wonderfully 
effective to the pulling down of strong 
holds. May we see to it that Satan does 
not succeed in getting us to lay these 
weapons down, so as to grasp the use- 
less ones he would put into our hands. 
We must also remember that acts of 
service may need careful preparation. 
This is necessary if they are to be ef- 
fective. We must be ready and willing 
to carry out this preparation. An in- 
junction of our Lord is sometimes mis- 
quoted in this connection. When He 
told His disciples, Jake ye no thougbt 
bow or what thing ye shall... say 
(Luke 12:11), He was referring to some 
very particular circumstances. This in- 
junction, therefore, provides no excuse 
for laziness on our part. If He calls us 
to serve Him by giving an address, He 
expects us to take trouble to prepare it, 
and to seek from Him through His Word 
and by prayer, the message He would 
have us give. Not only is that prepar- 
ation necessary for the effectiveness of 
the message; it is wonderfully helpful 
to ourselves. Anything which brings us 
to study God’s Word closely, and to 
get into intimate touch with Him by 
prayer, is of the greatest value to us. 


Unbecoming Modesty! 


Since it must be God who chooses 
the form our service is to take from 
time to time, we may find that some- 
times the work is strange to us. We may 
feel that it is beyond our powers, and 
for that reason we hesitate to attempt 
it. Moses felt like that when God spoke 
to him about leading His people out of 
Egypt. His hesitation was natural, and is 
easily understood. Jeremiah felt the same, 





When one is serving abroad, the Christian, 
of whatever rank or category, should, as a 
matter of course, search out the missionaries of 
the country, and make himself known to them. 
By so doing he will not only refresh and en- 
courage some children of God who may be 
having an uphill fight, and are feeling their 
burdens heavy, but he will also be greatly 
helped and refreshed himself. He will find that 
it is like enjoying the rest and peace of an 
oasis in a hard and inhospitable desert. By 
watching the servants of God bringing the 
message of the Gospel to those shrouded in 
darkness, his own perspective will be corrected, 
he will see things in their true light, and ap- 















praise them at their right value. 


—General Sir William Dobbie 


























and so did other of God’s servants. We 
may say that it showed a becoming 
modesty about their powers, and for 
that reason was commendable. This hesi- 
tancy might be permissible if it were 
true that success depended on their ef- 
forts. But it did not thus depend on 
them. God said to Moses, Certainly J 
will be with thee, and to Jeremiah, Be 
not afraid... for J am with thee. 
That fact entirely changed the whole 
situation. It was God’s strength which 
would do the work. They were simply 
to be the instruments in His hands. It 
was His presence which would ensure 
success. When they put Him to the test, 
and followed the path of obedience, 
they found that this was certainly so. 

And so it is with us. When God calls 
us to a particular piece of service, we 
cannot doubt that He will give the need- 
ed strength and wisdom to see it through. 
Do we feel it is beyond our powers? 
So much the better, since we will then 
rely more on God. Our part is to ascer- 
tain His will, and then to carry it out 
in complete reliance upon Him. As thy 
days, so shall thy strength be. 
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base findings on the method 


scientific 


Che Limitations of Science 


BY F. T. FARMER, PH.D, 


ion study of modern science has 
sometimes turned great minds away 
God. 


This thought weighs heavily on some 


from 


Christians, and it is not surprising that 
they should feel hesitant about starting 
on a scientific career or encouraging 
others to do so. Even though a young 
student has a great interest in and 
qualifications for such a study, the dis 
turbing thought that it may lessen his 
Master 


devotion to his may detract 


from his service to both God and man. 

Let’s look at this problem from the 
Christian point of view: 

The word science means knowledge. 
But by 
learning built on a structure known as 
the scientific method, and it is this which 


modern definition, science is 


is the important factor in our present 
problem. 

The scientific method is based on two 
main assumptions : 

(1) That the world we are observing 
and studying is independent of our in- 
dividual minds. That is to say, it is as- 
sumed that if several observers study 
the same phenomenon they will arrive 
at the same conclusions; the facts of 
nature are independent of the thoughts 
of those studying them. 
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(2) Nature is 
produce like effects. In 


like 


other 


uniform; causes 
words, 
however many times we repeat an ex 
periment, under like conditions, and in 
whatever part of the universe we carry 
it out, the 


result will be the 


nothing is arbitrary.* 


same; 


These two great principles have proved 
their validity in a vast range of studies, 
and upon them has been built almost all 
our present knowledge of the world. 
Truth, the goal of all scientists, has 
undoubtedly been reached to a greater 
degree than the early philosophers and 
thought Whatever 
else we conclude, therefore, we 


scientists possible. 
must 
surely hold scientific knowledge in high 
regard. God has given us minds capable 
of understanding the world; we should 
be profoundly thankful for them and 
seek by all means possible to use them 
to His glory. 

method 
has proved so successful in physics, 


The fact that the scientific 


chemistry and some branches of biology 


* As is well known, indeterminancy in atomic 
phenomena conflicts with this. We may mere- 
ly note that further progress in the study of 
atomic phenomena has tended, because of 
this conflict, to become philosophical rather 
than scientific. 





does not mean, however, that it may be 
applied with equal success to all realms 
of knowledge. In recent years various 
writers have urged that it should be ex- 
tended to other fields, and indeed it 
has been argued by some that we 
should apply it to the whole of life: 
that is to say that not only physical 
but also the non-physical 
problems of sociology, ethics, art and 
religion should all be brought under 
this same technique of investigation. 


problems 


Beware a Fallacy! 

Now in order to avoid a fallacy in our 
logic, we must determine how far the 
scientific method may be validly extend- 
ed; we must determine to what subjects 
the two principles mentioned above can 
be applied in other fields—since they are 
the basis of the scientific method. 

The scientific method—developed in 
the study of physics—was years ago 
applied to biology. And it seemed to 
work just as well. True, in making this 
application to biology there was a subtle 
but real departure from the two prin- 
ciples. But since the lower animals be- 
have, to a large degree, as causal, 
machine-like entities, they can be studied 
by an experimental method in much the 
same way as non-living systems. The 
great amount of information that has 
been obtained about their behaviour is 
a tribute to the high degree of validity 
of the method employed. 

But it must be remembered that the 
higher forms of life at least—and above 
all, human beings—are not by any means 
so limited in their characteristics as the 
lower forms: their behaviour is governed 


Adapted from the Australian 


Magazine. 
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by thought as well as by environment, and 
the reaction of one mind to certain evi- 
dence may be quite different from that 
of another. 

Thus the examination of higher forms 
of life becomes one to which the second 
principle (uniformity of effect from a 
given cause) does not apply, and our 
scientific method ceases to be a valid 
method of investigation. 

For this reason, psychology can never 
be a science. It has taught us a great 
deal about the working of the human 
mind, but it cannot be classed among the 
exact sciences, those which deal with 
material things and exhibit a strict obedi- 
ence to the law of causality. 

This distinction between an_ exact 
science and one in which individual 
minds play a part may be expressed 
in other words by saying that in an 
exact science the entities we are observ- 
ing can be measured and in the other 
they cannot. If we had the ability and 
the means to measure human emotions, 
such as ‘desire, anger, fear, etc. just as 
we measure length, mass, and other 
quantities, we might be able to raise 
psychology to the level of an exact 
science. But that is something we shall 
probably never achieve, and our knowl- 
edge must be limited as a result. 

As we pass on to still less material 
subjects, the distinction becomes more 
and more marked. And when we come 
to the realm of ethics or morals or 
religion, the so-called scientific method 
ceases to have any validity. To say that 
all problems must be tackled by these 
principles is a failure to understand 
what the principles are on which science 
is based; and an attempt to carry over 
the reputation of experimental science 
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to this new field, the field of values, and 
claim that because experimental science 
has been successful in its own field it 
must be so in this new one, is totally 
misleading. 


Is Right Sometimes Wrong? 


Let us consider one important illus- 
tration. It is often contended that our 
concepts of right and wrong are nothing 
more than a gradually developed tradi- 
tion with no absolute significance. They 
are just the products of a large aggre- 
gate of human minds over many years. 
It is claimed, therefore, that if the terms 
are to be used at all they should be re- 
defined on a scientific basis: and for 
this purpose some writers suggest that 
right ought to be redefined as that which 
is thought to forward evolution and 
wrong as that which hinders it. 


To discuss this in detail would take 
us too far. But we must notice that it 
is a denial of what we know in our 
minds to be true. We know by intuition, 
not by logical argument, that kindness 
and justice are good, and that hatred and 
its counterparts are bad. There are 
border-line cases, it is true, where good 
and bad merge together; but those cases 
are not evidence for denying the indi- 
vidual identity of right and wrong any 
more than the existance of grey is evi- 
dence that black and white are really 
the same thing. Good and evil are things 


we know within ourselves apart from 
any relationship to past history or to 
the outside world. They are realities in 
the universe just as much as matter of 
electric charge. 


It is the same throughout the whole 
realm of values; and it is no exagger- 
ation to say that half the world of reality 
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is of this character and thus cannot be 
subjected to measurement or circum- 
scribed by the boundaries of 
scientific analysis. 


small 


Why is it, if this is so, that many of 
the greatest minds try to apply the 
scientific method to all concepts and to 
deny concepts to which it cannot be 
applied? The answer seems not far to 
reach. For what we study most, usually 
becomes the dominating thought in our 
minds, and seeks to bring everything 
else into line with itself. Too, it is a 
principle of scientific research .to try 
to reduce all observed phenomena to the 
fewest possible number of elementary 
concepts. 

For instance, in physics, science wants 
to reduce to the minimum the number 
of types of elementary particles compos- 
ing the world; and it is not surprising 
that anything so foreign as free-will or 
beauty. or goodness should be either 
regarded with distrust, or subjected to 
the same materialistic analysis as the 
phenomena of physics. 

Indeed the very existance of these 
realities is often denied bcause they are 
non-measurable and cannot be investi- 
gated by the processes which have 
proved so fruitful in the field of measure- 
able quantities. 

These considerations should enable us 
to see our position more clearly. The 
universe is of two parts, material and 
non-material, Let us study the material 
world with all the zeal and determina- 
tion at our command, making full use 
of the powers of reason and understand- 
ing that God has given us. But let us also 
study with equal zeal, the non-material 
world, the good, the true, the beautiful. 

Let us put as much energy into under- 





standing the minds and souls of our 
fellow men as we put into understanding 
their bodies and their environments; 
and let us remember that the greatest 
things in the world are those which can- 
not be seen, much less measured. 


7 me her ina 


These are the experiences of a Christian 
student, a girl who regularly visits the 
Dearborn Street Station in Chicago to 
contact other girls and tell them about 
Jesus Christ, ber Saviour. 


“‘l want a divorce” 

After much prayer for the Lord’s 
leading to one in need, I sat down by an 
attractive young girl who seemed eager 
for a listening ear. She was soon talking 
readily about herself. 

Her husband of a few months had re- 
turned from overseas, and had tele- 
graphed her to meet him; but before she 
reached California, he had found some- 
one else. He greeted her with the cruel 
words, “I want a divorce.” 

How I longed to introduce her to 
the Lord. She listened attentively to 
what I told her. She realized her need 
of One on whom she could lean, One 
whose love was unfailing. There in the 
station she bowed her head and cried to 
God in despair to save her. 

Correspondence with the girl gave 
every evidence that she was growing in 
the Lord. Then one day a letter came 
with news that flooded my soul with 
joy: “My husband has come back and 
has accepted the Lord as his Saviour. 


We’re both so happy!” 
“x Kw OW 


If we do this, our outlook will remain 
balanced; and we shall not be shutting 
our minds to any aspect of the truth. 
Science will then be our servant, not 


our master. 


nathioad station 


Her faith shattered! 


She had been sitting there an hour 
wondering whether to buy a ticket 
home. It seemed that already in her 
short college career her faith in every- 
thing had been utterly destroyed by the 
things she had learned. With silent pray- 
er to God | opened the Scriptures to 
her. 


Without taking her eyes from me she 


said, “Tell me more. A person who has 
that faith in God has something I need.” 


Though she did not make a profes- 
sion, I rejoice to know that God’s Word 
will not return unto Him void. 


KW YK 
“‘l want that peace”’ 


Today I sat down near a young serv- 
icewoman. I prayed that she might taste 
of the water of life that her soul might 
be revived and satisfied. 


When I asked her if she wanted to ac- 
cept the Lord, she quickly said, “Yes,” 
and there, amid idling crowds and cur- 
ious eyes, she bowed her head and open- 
ed her heart to the Lord Jesus. 


From THE Moopy STupDENT, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Mlinois. 
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A true story by Charles S. Price 


The Loutey Cabin on the GO Mile 


a* SOON as Joe Conlee had gradu- 
ated from the University of Iowa, 
he went on to seminary. 

One day one of his profs called him 
into the office. “You know, Joe,” he 
said, “I can see that there is a lot of 
superstition mixed up with what you 
believe. And it’s too bad. You’re a bril- 
liant fellow. I want you to do some 
serious reading—Darwin, Renan, and 
Huxley. See if they don’t help.” 

Joe read. Suspiciously at first, and 
then more gladly until finally he was 
neglecting the Bible for the skeptics. 
Not taking time to search out the writ- 
ings of men who were great Christians 
as well as great scientists he finally 
began to feel that his old orthodox 
beliefs were unreasonable and faith un- 
tenable. 

Then he was graduated. 

He accepted the pastorate in a little 
Methodist Church in Iowa and. married 
a splendid Christian girl, the daughter 
of a preacher in the next town. After 
three years, he was transferred west to 
California, to the First Methodist Church 
of Santa Ana. He spent two years there, 
still fighting a tremendous battle within 
his soul. 
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They made him a Doctor of Divinity 
but all the time his faith was becoming 
less. Then he became pastor of the 
First Methodist Church of San Diego, 
one of the largest on the Pacific Coast. 

After two years of successful ministry 
there he moved to Pomona, California, 
where he built the lovely Methodist 
Church of that place. It was there the 
seeds that had been sown in his heart 
began to bear fruit. One day he confided 
to his wife that he was beginning to feel 
hypocritical; he didn’t believe the things 
his congregation demanded that he 
preach. Finally he said, “I am going to 
quit. I can’t stand it any longer.” The 
next Sunday Joe Conlee went into his 
pulpit and said, “My friends, I am about 
to make a confession. I cannot believe 
the Bible. There has been a battle in my 
heart for years. Now | feel I will regain 
some of my self-respect. This is the last 
time | will preach.” 

A gifted writer, he soon got a job. 
He went back to Santa Ana and became 
the editor of The Santa Ana Herald. 
But he commenced to smoke and drink, 
and gamble a little. He left Santa Ana 
to edit the East Los Angeles Exponent. 
Then he moved to Covina and founded 
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his own newspaper, the Covina Argus 
Independent. He sold it for a small 
fortune and became an editorial writer 
for the Los Angeles Times and then 
The Examiner, both of which positions 
he lost through drink. Because his pen 
seemed dipped in the very ink of inspira- 
tion, he could always get a job. But there 
were many days he could not report 
for work. 

Tramping around from one place to 
another the former pastor of the great 
First M. E. Church of San Diego be- 
came a dissolute drunk shuffling around 
in his rags; you could find him any night 
in the back end of the Mineral Saloon. 

Blaming his old life for his down- 
fall, he started a series of open air 
attacks on Christianity. He became the 
president of the Free Thinkers Asso- 
ciation of California, and for twelve 
years he did not miss one night in back 
of the Mineral Saloon, giving lectures 
on atheism and drinking himself into a 
stupor. He would raise his hand and 
defy God to strike him dead, and, when 
nothing would happen, say, “You see, 
friends, there is no God.” His pals would 
give him a few dimes and quarters and 
he would turn back to the bar for 
another drink. 

Shaking with delirium tremens, he 
would be carried off night after night to 
a praying wife. He became emaciated, 
a hollow-eyed, blaspheming, cursing, 
swearing and carousing man; he had 
gone down into the very mud and scum 
of things, but every night his wife pray- 
ed for him. 

One day, drunk as usual, he was 
bumming a man on the street for a dime. 
The man looked at him and recognized 
his old pastor. He said in amazement, 


“You are not Conlee, man? Tell me!” 

“That is my name, Conlee,” said the 
drunkard. 

“My old pastor! What are you doing 
like this?” And the kindly, Christian 
doctor, for he was an M.D., took him 
to his house, gave him a bath and a 
new suit of clothes and took him to 
a hotel. But Dr. Conlee pawned the 
suit of clothes and spent the money 
on drink. 

The doctor interested his friends and 
they tried their best to salvage the old 
drunk, but could do nothing with him. 
Every penny he got went for drink. 

At last everybody gave him up but 
the doctor, and he said, “If we could 
get him away from the Mineral Saloon 
he might pull himself together.” 

This was the time of the gold strike 
in Alaska, and men were climbing over 
the Chilkoot Pass like ants in a mad rush 
for the yellow metal. The physician, 
thinking a change of environment might 
change his life, suggested that he go. The 
old drunk agreed. 

So he put him on the boat bound 
for Skagway. His wife and little daugh- 
ter came to see him off. Little Florence 
hugged him and said, “Daddy, Mamma 
put in a little medicine chest and I put 
my little Bible inside. | wouldn’t give 
it to anybody else in the world but 
you.” Then the whistle blew and the 
old steamer plowed out; and in the 
bottom of his trunk was the little medi- 
cine chest with the Bible inside. 

In a few weeks, Dr. Conlee was in 
that great seething, cursing mass—pros- 
pectors enroute to the Yukon. The very 
first place he found was a saloon, the 
biggest in town. He got a job sweeping 
up floors and cleaning out the cuspidors. 
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His pay was all he could drink and 
food enough to live. 

One day an important prospector sug- 
gested, “Doc, | want you to go over to 
the 40 Mile. We struck gold and I want 
you to go out and hold the place.” 

“Not me,” said Joe. “Here’s where | 
stay. You know my little weakness.” 

But the prospector had it all figured 
out. “Joe, you can have all you want 
to drink. We'll send supplies out on the 
dog team. You'll have nothing to do but 
sit in the cabin and have a wonderful 
time.” 

So Joe Conlee found himself in the 
lonely cabin on the 40 Mile, with nothing 
to do but drink. He had a big barrel— 
and it was full. 


‘he barrel was a quarter empty when 
one day in October there was a 
knock at the door of the cabin. There 
stood Jimmie Miller, cold and hungry. 
The latch-string is always out in Alaska, 
so Conlee said, “Come in, Pard. There’s 
grub and a whiskey barrel.” Jimmie 
Miller laughed as he entered the cabin 
door. The two of them sat down to 
drink. For two weeks they drank them- 
selves to sleep every night. 

Then came another knock at the door, 
and Wally Flett, a spiritualist medium 
from San Francisco suggested, “Wouldn’t 
you like me to stay with you?” So then 
there were three of them, and the ribald 
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laughter, the filthy jesting, the obscene 
story-telling, were unspeakable. 


November came and went. They made 
three trips to Dawson with the dogs for 
whiskey and grub. They drank until 
they cried and cringed in torment with 
delirium tremens. Then for fun they had a 
spiritualistic seance, and Wally Flett told 
how he used to bunco people, showed 
them how the slate writing was done, 
and the tapping. Night after night that 
was the program for the three in the 
lonely cabin. 

Then one night one of them came 

very near the border of death. Jimmie 
Miller had delirium tremens and a high 
fever. In agony he screamed, “Get me 
a doctor. You can’t let me lie here and 
die.” But they were 40 miles from Daw- 
son City; it was forty below zero and 
the snows were deep. The delirious man 
kept screaming. 
Dr. that 
down in the old trunk was a medicine 
chest, so he brought it out and opened it. 
Out fell a little black book. 

Wally Flett said, “What you got, 
Conlee?” 

“It’s a Bible, curse it!” 
strode over to the stove. 

As he lifted the lid to throw it in, 
Wally shouted, “Don’t throw it in, man. 
We'll read it. I can’t stand that one 
magazine any more. I’ve read it twenty 
times.” So he gave the Bible to Wally. 

The medicine helped. Jimmie Miller 


Then Conlee remembered 


and Conlee 


began to convalesce and started to read 
the Bible out loud. Joe used to tell him 
to shut up, but Wally was interested. 
He would say, “What was that you 
read, Jimmie?” Then Jimmie would read 
it again. Wally said, “Il had no idea 
there were things like that in the Bible. 





What say if we read it just to kill time, 
not to believe it. Joe was once a preach- 
er; he tells us what fools the preachers 
are.” 

So they took turns reading, and all 
unknown to them a change was coming 
into the lonely cabin on 40 Mile—and 
the whiskey barrel went down more 
slowly. Some days they would read 
five, six, and seven chapters. When 
they came to the New Testament, the 
cursings became fewer, the whiskey 
barrel began to be let alone, and Wally 
observed, “Haven’t you noticed a kind 
of change coming over us? I haven’t 
heard swearing now. for three days. | 
wonder if it’s the Bible that’s doing it?” 

January came, and they started read- 
ing the Gospel of St. John. On Feburary 
14th it was Wally’s turn to read, and 
Joe got back of the stove: “Let not 
your heart be troubled—ye believe in 
God, believe also in me, In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not 
so I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you.” Joe’s hand 
brushed across his eyes. 

“What's the matter, Joe?” 


“Nothing!” 
“You’re crying.” 
“O.K., so what? I’m thinking about 


my little girl. | am not crying because 
of that Bible.” 


Then Wally said, “I'd like to know 
if this book is true. For the last five 
days I’ve been wanting to pray but | 
knew you guys would laugh. But now 
I’m going to ask God, if there is a God, 
to speak to me.” 

Then Joe said, “Well, since you have 
committed yourself I will tell you that 
my heart has been broken for the last 
week, I can hear my mother back in 
lowa praying—though she is now in 
glory. What about you, Jimmie?” 


“If you fellows want to pray I will 
pray with you.” 

And so it was that three old drunken 
soaks got down on their knees to pray 
in that lonely cabin on the 40 Mile. And 
there on their knees in the cabin they 
met the Man with the seamless robe. 


Epirors’ Note: Dr. Conlee later became Dean 
of the Bible Standard School, Eugene, Oregon. 


HELP WANTED! 


HIS has been asked to furnish the names of 25 Christian young men with 
business administration training, experience or interest for placement in the 
middlewestern U.S. as assistant district managers for one of the ULS.’s largest 
cookware manufacturing companies. Much of the work consists of public re- 
lations with chain and independent store managers. Beginning salary is $175-$200 
per month, plus profit sharing. This organization also needs a sales manager 
for its home office, and an experienced treasurer, Address correspondence care 
of HIS—Dept. A, 64 E. Lake Street, Chicago 1, Illinois. 





Himself no ‘‘Fundamentalist,"’ the writer of this article tells 
why he thinks we so often fail in our witnessing. 


Jhe Jrouble with Fundamentalist” Students 


William Muehl, who writes this candid 
analysis, graduated from the University of 
Michigan last year and is now Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Public Speaking: at The Divinity 
School, Yale University. Obviously, with 
some of his statements HIS does not agree, 
but much of what he tells us needs saying. 
Read this article in a spirit of self-examina- 
tion, not of criticalness 


BY WILLIAM MUEHL 


ea the two years in which I was 
charged with the direction of extra- 
curicular religious activities at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, I had an excellent 
opportunity to meet and work with that 
group of ultra-literalist Protestant Chris- 
tians commonly called ‘“Fundamental- 


ists.” I am taking time to write this word 
analysis because of the real affection 
with which I have come to regard my 
Fundamentalist friends. 


First, let me make it clear that | am 
not prepared to discuss or criticize the 
substance of the Fundamentalist position 
in theology. The extent to which it stands 
up in the light of textual criticism and 
geological research is a subject to be 
dealt with by scholars in these fields. 

There are certain attitudes on the part 
of Fundamentalists, however, that greatly 
hamper them in the presentation of their 
point of view and create a hostility on 
the part of liberals that is not directly 
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related to doctrinal differences. It is 
with these attitudes that I am concerned. 


All of us like to believe that criticism 
directed against us is inspired not by our 
faults but rather by our virtues. This 
tendency manifests itself in the, convic- 
tion of most Fundamentalists that the ri- 
dicule with which they are often treated 
is entirely a result of their Christian 
purity and steadfast faith in all of the 
anthropological impossibilities in the Old 
Testament. This, | believe, is wishful 
thinking. There are thousands of prom- 
inent Catholic and Protestant scholars— 
who though they hold firmly to their 
faith in the Virgin Birth, the miracles of 
Jesus, and the Resurrection—are still re- 
spected even by their agnostic contem- 
poraries. Now it hardly seems likely that 
“the world’s ” contempt for the Funda- 
mentalist is inspired by the idea that 
these articles of faith are more reason- 
able or acceptable than the parting of 
the Red Sea. Even if there be such de- 
grees of reasonableness in the realm of 
the supernatural, the liberal’s differentia- 
tion between Orthodox and Funda- 
mentalist Christians could hardly be 
based wholly upon them. 

The weakness of Fundamentalism that 
hampers it most in its dealings with “the 
world” is in my mind a weakness of 
method and not substance. The criterion 
by which modern man judges any reli- 





gion is the extent to which that religion 
speaks to the problems of his age. The 
Christianity that stands as a judgment 
against our time and a guide toward a 
better future is the Christianity that can 
win and hold the respect of the most 
vigorous contemporary thinkers. But the 
Christianity that has, or seems to have, 
nothing to say to the confusion of this 
century is unworthy of any man’s re- 
spect. And Fundamentalism, whatever its 
real pertinence, seems to have nothing 
for the present generation. Let me ex- 
plain why that appearance exists. 

The first reason is, | believe, the hope- 
lessly archaic vocabulary with which the 
Fundamentalist preaches his doctrines. 
He seems to feel that there is some 
special merit in using phrases and figures 
of speech that are inseparably associated 
in the popular mind with the horse and 
buggy and the burning of witches. This 
is true not only of his prose and poetry, 
but also of his favorite hymns. 

It has always seemed strange to me 
that a man who will learn six languages 
and forty dialects in order to carry the 
Gospel to the darkest corner of Africa 
will cling smugly to an English vocabu- 
lary that repels his own countrymen. Is 
the doctrine of the Atonement insepar- 
ably connected with such phrases as the 
“Blood of the Lamb?” 

Must we praise God with hymns that 
outrage the ear of the musician and 
consists largely of wailing repetitions 
of the same stock lines? 

| rather suspect that the ardor with 
which the Fundamentalist defends or 
even insists on the necessity of these 
old familiar props is more sentimental 
than rational. 

Now it may seem rather shallow criti- 


cism to put such an emphasis on vocabu- 
lary. But language is after all our chief 
means of communicating ideas, and ac- 
cording to the best Fundamentalist tra- 
dition the Lord Himself saw fit to bestow 
on the disciples the gift of tongues. 

The second reason for the apparently 
anachronistic character of the literalists’ 
position is, | believe, the absence of an 
affirmative attitude toward non-doctrinal 
problems. This factor manifests itself in 
two forms. 

First, there is the tendency of the 
Fundamentalist to preach a_ negative 
moral code in an arbitrary manner. 
Fundamentalism is always ready to list 
the things that a Christian must not do, 
but rarely ready to state Christian obli- 
gation in constructive terms. And in the 
statement of the forbidden activities the 
Fundamentalist rarely bothers to include 
the rationale involved in the moral de- 
cision. 

The list of specific acts not to be 
countenanced is long. But the list of 
specific acts to be undertaken is non- 
existant. Where could a prospective con- 
vert find an affirmative demand upon 
him as specific as the prohibitions of 
smoking, drinking, and dancing? 

When one asks why he must not 
smoke or drink, the answer seems to be 
that there is something inherently shock- 
ing about these acts; and if he presses 
the point, he may be told that God 
doesn’t approve. I think it safe to say 
that even the most liberal Christian has 
his uneasy moments when he contem- 
plates what might be done with the 
time and money he has spent on dances 
and movies. Why not state God’s ob- 
jection to these amusements in terms of 
the real case that can be made against 
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them? Why not tell the Christian that 
there is starvation, sickness, and cruelty 
in the world that his time and money 
can help erase? That, it seems to me, 
would make God’s will meaningful in 
positive terms. 


Second, the Fundamentalist makes the 
mistake of believing that a man can live 
in a society without being concerned 
with the social dynamics of his day. 
Thus the Fundamentalist feels no obli- 
gation to work for the improvement of 
the lot of labor or the elimination of 
racial barriers. He seems to believe that 
all these problems will be solved by 
bringing individuals to Christ. The fal- 
lacy of this is proved by the fact that 
some of the most ardent Fundamentalist 
preachers are the instigators of race 
riots and defenders of the most un- 
Christian rugged individualism in eco- 
nomic life. 


No man can claim to have a dynamic 
religious philosophy and not apply it 
to the political and economic move- 
ments of his day. The very nature of a 
real religion is its bearing upon the most 
pressing of human problems. And the 
man who insists that Christianity need 
not speak out against social injustice is 
saying by implication that injustice is 
unimportant or non-existant. Those who 
insist so loudly on the exclusive im- 
portance of bringing individuals to 
Christ might meditate on Jesus’ repri- 
mand to the Pharisees, “ . it was 
right for you to do these, but not to let 
the others go undone.” 


My experience as a debater will not 
let me close without an example and 
so | suggest to my Fundamentalist 
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friends that they consider the Reverend 
Harold Ockenga of Boston. I have had 
the pleasure of hearing Dr. Ockenga 
lecture on “The Nature of Christian Or- 
thodoxy,” and enjoyed an afternoon of 
conversation with him before his evening 
appearance. Despite our disagreement on 
almost every subject, | was deeply im- 
pressed by two things about this very 
earnest and thoughtful man. First, he 


was so filled with the joy of the good 


things in life that you almost felt he 
had no time for unwholesome or “sinful” 
activities. Not once did he denounce 
dancing or card playing. Instead he 
talked with a very contagious enthusiasm 
about the beauty of a bicycle ride 
through the New England countryside 
and the joy of picking apples on an 
autumn afternoon. Second, he did a 
very scholarly job of analyzing the 
Fundamentalist position without any re- 
sort to sentimental phrases or emotional 
appeals. A man of this kind does more 
to raise public interest in literalist Chris- 
tianity than all of the revivalists in the 
world. 


The day may come when the chief 
stumbling block of the Fundamentalist 
will be the untenable substance of his 
belief. Mass education and_ religious 
maturity may at some future time deliver 
the coup de grace to literalism. But at 
the moment the problem of the Funda- 
mentalist is one of procedure. As long 
as Fundamentalism fails to speak in 
the language of today about the prob- 
lems of today it will be an object of 
popular ridicule. 





WHATS YOUR SCORE ? 


By Yvonne Woops 


Here’s a quiz that will probably baffle you, so don’t be too discouraged if you 
don’t get all the answers. In fact, if you get 8 of them, you are doing fairly well. 
If you get less than 6, better start reading the Old Testament through again sooner 
than you had been planning! 


Whose prayers were these? Each was uttered by a different individual. All 
but one have their names recorded in Scripture. 


Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people. 


. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 


. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. 


. Prosper, J pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant bim 
mercy in the sight of this man, 


. Ob that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, 
and... keep me from evil... 


>. Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 


like bis! 


. J beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 


. Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 


. Hear me, O Lord, bear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God... 


. O Lord God, remember me, J pray thee, and strengthen me, 
J pray thee, only this once... 

. Therefore now, O Lord, take, J beseech thee, my life from 
me: for it is better for me to die than to live. 


. O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as J will, but as thou wilt. 


DON’T LOOK YET! 


1, Solomon (I Kings 3:9). 2, Stephen (Acts 7:60). 3, David (Psalm 51:2). 4, Nehemiah 
(Nehemiah 1:11). 5, Jabez (I Chronicles 4:10). 6, Balaam (Numbers 23:10). 7, Moses 


(Exodus 33:18). 8, dying thief (Luke 23:42). 9, Elijah (I Kings 18:37). 10, Samson (Judges 
16:28). 11, Jonah (Jonah 4:3). 12, Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:39). 
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DON’T BE AN OSTRICH 


BY ROBIN DENHOLM AND DONALD BEGBIE 


HE characteristic common to all the 

Ostriches shown on these pages is 
that they bury their heads in what in- 
terests them and refuse to face any other 
reality of life. 

The Book Ostrich won’t face the fact 
that there is a world of human beings 
outside whose feelings and hopes and 
longings matter a lot. 


The infallible way to become an Ostrich 
is to emerge from the appropriate egg— 


The Entertainment Ostrich won’t face 
the reality that life is a serious thing, 
not intended to be wasted in a cease- 
less round of selfish enjoyment. 

The Office Ostrich won’t face the 
reality that there are more important 


Reprinted from the Australian Inter-Varsity 
Magazine, March, 1945. 
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things in life than raking in the shekels 
or making the boss think one’s a good 
chap. 

An Ostrich won’t face life’s realities. 
And certain realities almost all Ostriches 
agree in shunning. 

There is the reality of the soul. The 
Ostrich buries his head in anything that 
helps him forget he possesses a soul, 
something more than a body and a 
mental apparatus. 

But the Bible (which is God’s message 
to man) says plainly that each person 
is more than just a body and thinking 
machine—that, in fact, he is a “living 
soul” who will one day have to ac- 
count for the things he has done and 
the decisions he has made. And what 
is it going to benefit him if he becomes 
the most learned professor in the land? 
the most popular film star? the most 
successful businessman?—if, when death 
comes, he loses it all and his soul as well? 

That was what Jesus Christ asked. 
And few men have been bold enough 
to try any answer but “Nothing.” 

But the Ostrich just sticks his head 
in his books or his entertainment or 
his office (or anything else handy) 
and won’t face the fact that every in- 
dividual is responsible to God for bis 
soul. 

Another fact that causes Ostriches to 
poke their heads a few desperate inches 
deeper is that the Scriptures say that 
all men have sinned. Now that word 
is the one the Bible uses: it doesn’t say, 





“All men have unfortunately-not-had-a- 
good-upbringing,” or “All men have not- 
had-good-economic-advantages.” These 
statements may be quite true; but they 
simply dodge the question of why this 
world isn’t a bed of roses, and why our 
particular part of it often looks more like 
a tangle of blackberry bushes. 


—and follow mother's example. But there 
are other ways. For instance you may 
easily become a Book Ostrich... 


It is therefore occasionally necessary 
to say to an Ostrich: “Listen! Are you 
or are you not conscious of the fact 
that any number of times during the 
past day, or even hour, you have done 
and thought wrong things? And that if 
you honestly compared your life with 
God’s standard, His Son Jesus Christ, 
you could probably find a whole lot 
more wrong things?” 


To which the Ostrich will reply, if 
true to form: “Old boy, I’m no worse 
than the next chap. And if you'll ex- 
cuse me, I see there’s a patch of nice 
warm sand over there...” 

And so he won’t face the second 


fact that all of us do habitually sin; 
and—because we are responsible to God 
for our acts and decisions—that both 
the plain-speaking Bible and our own 
personal experience point to the con- 
clusion that all men bave sinned against 
God. 

But the fact that causes the Ostrich 
the most worry is Jesus Christ Himself. 
The New Testament says plainly that He 
came to earth for the express purpose of 
doing something about man’s sin. It tells 
further that He Himself lived a life com- 
pletely free from sin and, because of this, 
was able to offer Himself to die on the 
Cross that our sins might be pardoned. 

The Ostrich sees clearly enough that 
if this is so the other two facts—that 
he has a soul and that he has sinned— 
must be true also. So he refuses to face 
the fact of Christ. He refuses because 


THE BOOK OSTRICH 


Bat 


Directions: Take one library, yourself, 
three meals a day and an assured income, 
seal up these ingredients in a comfortable 
study, turn the radiator on and shut the 
windows (vice versa in summer, of 
course) and stew gently for a lifetime. 
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Diary 
Monday: Show and supper with Wally. 
Tuesday: Alpba Beta Gamma Delta Ball. 
Wednesday: House warming party for 
friend of Gwen's friend. 
Thursday: Dinner with Jobn. 
Etc. Etc. 


he knows in his heart that once he 
started to gaze on that amazing Figure, 
living a life that no other has ever lived 
before or since, dying a death to re- 
deem the world, and rising from the 
dead to take His rightful place at the 
right hand of God—once he saw all that, 
he would get so shaken up that he would 
no longer enjoy burying his head in the 
sand. And that, of course, would be a 
tragedy ... 


Are you an Ostrich? Have you never 
squarely faced these three facts? Has 
your particular sand-patch always claim- 
ed priority? 


If, as He said, Jesus Christ is the 
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Truth, then no man need be afraid to 
face that Truth openly and_ honestly. 
We have His own assurance that “Him 
that cometh to ME I will in no wise cast 
out.” 


The only realistic way to face the 
facts of Christianity is to admit that 
you are responsible to God for your 
soul; to acknowledge that you, like 
everyone else, have sinned and fallen 
short of God’s glory; and to come to 
terms with Christ, by accepting for 
yourself the forgiveness for sin made 
possible through His death and asking 
Him to dwell in your heart. 


THE OFFICE OSTRICH 


Memo: 
To: Wife 
From: Self 
Re: Coming bome to dinner. 
It is regretted that owing to circum- 
stances beyond our control we are unable 
to partake of our normal evening repast 
in our domicile from Monday to Friday 
inclusive. 





THINGS TO THINK ABOUT FROM THE EDITORS 


girl who is a prominent Christian 

leader on her campus—among 
other things president of her thriving 
Christian Fellowship group—was telling 
us recently about a religiously “liberal” 
group of students whose meetings she 
sometimes attended. She said these meet- 
ings were mostly about peace and the 
San Francisco Conference. ‘But,’ she 
said, “I don’t like to waste my time 
going to meetings like that because of 
course we’re not interested in the San 
Francisco Conference.” 

Now this girl is unusually free from 
the habit of repeating unthinking cliches. 
But in this case I think she was doing 
just that. When I asked her why she 
wasn’t interested in the San Francisco 
Conference, she produced an old saying: 
“There will never be peace anyway 
until the Lord returns, for the Bible 
clearly says that ‘there shall be wars and 
rumors of wars’ so why waste time try- 
ing to bring about peace?” 

The first part of her reply is correct: 
There will never be lasting peace without 
Christ. On the second part (“so why 
waste time trying to bring about peace?”) 
she is dead wrong. In sharp contrast, 
the Apostle Paul exhorted young Tim- 


The San Francisco Conference 


othy “That, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority, that 
we may lead a quiet and peacable life 
in all godliness and honesty. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth” (I Timothy 2:1-3). The 
Apostle Paul, it seems, would have been 
praying earnestly, every day, for the 
success of the San Francisco Conference 
where the representatives of the kings 
and all that are in authority strive des- 
perately to prevent another world catac- 
lysm. 


intercessions, 


No, they will not succeed in establish- 
ing lasting peace. Almost everyone knows 
that now. The average life of 6000 peace 
treaties is reported to be two years. Per- 
haps they will add only a few short 
years to the ebbing tide before the next 
world horror strikes. There will always 
be murders, too, but that fact does not 
stop us from deciding on effective means 
of preventing their occurance. 

What about war? True, it brings unut- 
terable human tragedy, famine and dis- 
ease. But so what? We are Christians! 
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Our job is to await the return of the 
Lord and to preach the Gospel! We have 
not time for such temporal trivialities 
as suffering and tears, weariness and 
death! So some, by their actions, seem to 
say. 

The Christian’s job is to bring men 
to Christ, that they might receive His 
eternal compasion; but if Christians have 
the love of Christ in their hearts they 
cannot help being deeply touched by 
human sorrow and doing what they can 
to alleviate and prevent it. Instead of 
not thinking about these things we ought 
to seek out the facts so that we will be 
stirred to help. 

An then what can we do? First of all 
we can follow Paul’s injunction to pray 
for those in authority who are now 
wrestling with these problems. We can 


begin on our own campuses to dispell 
the distrust that breeds war by becoming 
friends of foreign students and introduc- 
ing them to Christ. We can arrange with 
the dean or other proper authorities for 
our Fellowship group to take the lead 
or cooperate in sponsoring another cam- 
pus clothing collection drive to help 
bring relief to ragged Europe. We can 
study the problem of war, find what 
solutions we can and see afresh that 
only Christ can give lasting peace by 
purging away the seeds of hate. 

A little girl in England whose play- 
mates had been killed by bombs one 
afternoon told her mother next morning, 
“I think God must have cried Himself 
to sleep last night.” ... Christ weeping 
over old Jerusalem... Christians uncon- 
cerned? 


Soldiers to Seminary 


EVERAL hundred Christian fellows who, 

before the war, had planned to go 
into the ministry or to the mission field 
will be among the hundreds of thousands 
of servicemen returning to civilian life 
this summer. Some of them have spent 
as many as four years at war. To begin 
now a three to seven year stretch at 
college and seminary seems a numbing 
prospect. 


But remember this: if God called you 
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into full-time Christian service, He did 
so fully aware of the “time out” ahead 
of you. The war experiences were in 
themselves a preparation no college or 
seminary could ever give. In most cases 
you will want the formal training at 
college and seminary too. Now is the 
time to be certain that God is calling, 
and if He is, it is not a time to doubt His 
wisdom in planning your years. If He is 
directing you to buckle on the educa- 
tional harness again, do it confidently. 





Iranian royalty are shown here in a photo recently passed by censors. 
In the center is His Imperial Majesty Mohamed Reza Pahlevi, Shahin- 
shah of Iran. His wife, Her Imperial Majesty the Empress of Iran, 


is on his right. On 


his left is his 


sister Princess Shams Pahlevi. 


Why I Want to Die in Iran 


BY DR. WILLIAM MILLER, to Jran 


E were on the porch of the home 
W of the President of Princeton Sem- 
inary one lovely afternoon in May, 1918. 
The had been invited to 
meet the famous guests and alumni who 
had come for commencement, one of 
whom was Dr. John Van Ess of Arabia. 

For years I had been trying to learn 
where God wanted me to preach the 
Gospel. Seeing Dr. Van Ess standing 
alone, I walked up to him and said, “Dr. 
Van Ess, to what part of the Moslem 
World would you suggest I go as a 
missionary?” 


Missionary 


senior class 


“Can you eat anything and sleep any- 
where?” he asked, eyeing me critically. 
“If so, I suggest you consider Persia. 
I believe that one of the next great 
moves in the Kingdom of God is going to 
take place in Persia.” 


I followed Dr. Van Ess’ advice and 
gave Persia prayerful consideration, and 
to Persia | went as an evangelistic mis- 
sionary in 1919. 

As I write these words | am sitting 
on my bed in a Liberty Ship, going out 
to Persia for my fifth term of service. 
We are now just about half way be- 
tween Philadelphia and Teheran, and 
I find myself being pulled in two direc- 
tions, westward to my home and family 
and eastward to my God-given task. 

So I consider this an appropriate mo- 
ment to tell the readers of HIS magazine 
why I expect to continue going eastward, 
and why I hope to spend the rest of my 
life preaching the Gospel to Mohamme- 
dans, if it be God’s will. I do this with 
the prayer that God will use my words 
to direct the attention of some of you to 





the need of the Moslem World for 
Christ. 

First, it is our Lord’s command that 
Moslems be evangelized. “Make dis- 
ciples of all nations,” He said, and it is 
inconceivable that He should wish His 
followers to overlook these Mohamme- 
dans who number some 250 million, and 
constitute one-seventh of the human race. 
“Other sheep I have, them also I must 
bring,” said the Good Shepherd, and it 
is the duty of the Church of Christ to 
go to Arabia and India and Iran, and 
seek out the lost sheep of the House of 
Ishmael and lead them to the Saviour. 
I want to obey His command. 

Second, the Christian Church is 
“debtor” to Moslems more than to other 
peoples because for more than a thou- 
sand years it has failed to make any 
adequate effort to evangelize them. 

Raymond Lull, whose father had 
fought the Saracens in the Crusades, 
spent his life trying to rouse the Chris- 
tians of Europe to crusade for the sal- 
vation of the followers of Mohammed. 
He met with failure and finally died a 
martyr at the hands of the Moslems of 
North Africa. 

Only during the past century and a 
half has the Church sent missions to 
Moslem lands for the purpose of con- 
verting Mohammedans, and even today 
the number of missionaries who are 
devoting the major part of their time and 
strength to Moslem evangelization is 
pitifully small. In India, where there are 
80 million Mohammedans, the great 
majority of missionaries and Indian 
evangelists are working among Hindus 
and other groups, and very few are 
assigned especially to Moslem work. And 
in Iraq and Iran where the main purpose 


28 


of the missions is the evangelization of 
Moslems, the missionary force is utterly 
inadequate. 

Our Presbyterian Mission once had 
more than one hundred missionaries in 
northern Iran; today there are less than 
forty on the field. For our six large hos- 
pitals there are now three missionary 
doctors in Iran, and the vast Meshed 
field has no minister. 

When we turn our eyes to Afghanistan 
and Turkistan we find that these lands 
have not yet been entered by Christian 
missions! 

Yes, we are deeply in debt to the 
Moslems dying in sin without the good 
news of salvation. 

But on the whole the church in 
America does not take this debt serious- 
ly. Seeking recruits for Iran and Iraq | 


This old man with his donkey is a common 
sight in Iran. God is able to raise dead 
Moslems to life in Christ. 





recently visited eight theological semin- 
aries and found only a handful of stu- 
dents who were considering Moslem 
evangelization as their life work. 

I must do what I can to help pay this 
debt. 

Third, because it is one of the most 
difficult tasks facing the Church, the 
evangelization of Moslems present a 
special challenge to all Christians. 

Whenever and wherever Christian 
missionaries have invited Mohommedans 
to become Christians, they have met with 
much difficulty and disappointment. 
“We have toiled all night, and have 
taken nothing,” is the refrain of the 
missionary to Moslems. On my way to 
America last summer I passed through 
Basra, where my class-mate Henry Bil- 
kert lived and died for Christ, and 
where Dr. John Van Ess is still at work, 
faithfully and courageously finishing his 
course with joy. Though devoted mis- 
sionaries have labored in Basra for more 
than fifty years, there is as yet no church 
of Moslem converts in that city! 

Often it seems that the conversion of 
Mohammedans is an impossible task. But 
our God is the God of the impossible! 
He raised Christ from the dead, and He 
is able to raise these dead Moslems to 
life in Christ. Our Christian faith was 
made to move just such immovable 
mountains as Islam, and the more ob- 
stinate the mountain is, the greater the 
challenge to our faith. And so we launch 
out into the deep, depending on God 
only, and cry with Peter, “At thy com- 
mand, O Lord, we will let down the 
nets!” Missions to Moslems are a great 
venture of faith! 

Fourth, the Mohammedan denial of all 
the great truths of the Christian Gospel 


constitutes an imperative demand that 
we who believe those truths proclaim 
and commend them to Moslems. 


When the missionary takes the Gospel 
to heathen, he deals with people who 
perhaps have never heard the name of 
Jesus. But that is not the case with the 
missionary to Mohammedans, for he 
goes to people who know of Christ and 
have refused Him. All Moslems consider 
Jesus a great prophet, but they believe 
His age ended when Mohammed appear- 
ed. They believe that Jesus was born of 
the Virgin Mary, but they deny that He 
was the Son of God. “God has no 
Son!” they say. They believe that He 
performed many miracles, healing the 
sick and raising the dead, but they deny 
that He died on the cross. “They did 
not kill Him (Jesus) and they did not 
crucify Him,” says the Koran. In reject- 
ing Christ’s death for our sins, they of 
course reject His glorious resurrection. 
They say He ascended from the Cross to 
Heaven, is alive in the Fourth Heaven, 
and will come again at the end of the 
world—to make the whole world Mo- 
hammedan! Moslems believe in one God 
(Allah), but in rejecting the Sonship of 
Christ they reject also the Fatherhood of 
God, and when Moslems say their pray- 
ers five times a day they never say to 
Allah, “Our Father!’ 

Do you believe that Jesus Christ is 
the eternal Son of God, one with the 
Father, God Incarnate; that He died to 
save men from their sins; that He rose 
from the grave on the third day and is 
alive forevermore; that He is the final 
and perfect revelation of God, and the 
only Saviour of man? Then preach this 
message not only in places where it is 
generally believed, or tolerated—but 
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The traditional tomb of Queen Esther. 
Only during the last 150 years have mis- 
sionaries been sent to Iran. 


also in the camp of the enemy, preach 
the Gospel to those who deny and reject 
it, revealing in your life the truth and 
power of the message, and lovingly and 
patiently persuading them to accept it! 
If there is any group of Christians who 
vught to take the burden of unsaved 
Moslems on their hearts, it is those who 
love the great fundamentals of our faith. 
If we are not earnestly endeavoring to 
preach this Gospel to Jews and Moslems 
at home and abroad, we will one day 
have to answer that terrible question 
which the Judge of all the earth will 
ask us, “Why call ye me ‘Lord,’ and do 
not the things which I say?” 

Fifth, the fields of the Moslem World 
are whitening for the harvest. Perhaps 
we should not say that they are “white 
already to harvest,” for that indicates 
that there are many who are ready to 
believe. But when one compares the situ- 
ation in Iran today with that of a cen- 
tury ago, or even fifty years ago, he is 
amazed how God has been preparing the 
hearts of men for the harvest which is to 
come. For come it will—God’s Word will 
not return unto Him void, and the seed 
sowed in anguish and watered with tears 
will one day be reaped with great joy! 

Already we see hundreds of Moslem 
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converts in the Church of Iran, and there 
are thousands in India and Java, the 
first-fruits of a great harvest. While as 
yet comparatively few Mohammedans 
have become Christians, a great many 
have come into contact with Christianity, 
have realized the inadequacy of their 
own faith, and have admitted their need 
of spiritual help. Now is the time to 
complete the sowing and prepare for the 
ingathering which may be nearer than 
we realize. | covet the privilege of. shar- 
ing in the joy of this harvest. 


But whether the harvest in Moslem 
lands comes soon or late, whether the 
preaching of the Gospel meets in our day 
with success or with failure, our duty is 
clear: we must take up the Cross and 
follow Christ as He goes forth to seek 
His lost sheep. 


Our Lord gave His life to save those 
Moslems, and for a thousand years He 
has been walking these stony desert 
roads, alone, spreading out His hands all 
the day to a rebellious people, weeping 
over them as He wept over Jerusalem, 
and crying unto the distressed and scat- 
tered multitudes who were led astray 
by the false shepherd. “I am the Good 
Shepherd; come unto Me and I will give 
you rest!” He invites His disciples to 
follow in His steps, to share His agony 
and His toil, and to rejoice with Him in 
His final victory. 


If we love Him, why not serve Him? 
If we believe in Him, why not follow 
Him? If we were saved by Him, why not 
preach Him to others? If He gave His 
life for us, why not give our lives to 
bring Mohammedans to Him? 


In thinking of your own future plans, 
consider the Moslem World! 





A box of candy is a very proper gift; but to one you love, 


your companionship is much more important. 


Che Danger of Bible Study and Prayer 


BY KENNETH N. TAYLOR 


7. a year Peg Gilbert’s dad and 
mother get excited—at Christmas 
and in the Spring when Peg comes home 
from college for a few days of vacation. 


But last spring her dad was disap- 


pointed, In fact, he was sort of hurt by 


it all, even though she was trying to 
make him happy. 

What happened was this: Dad’s birth- 
day comes in the middle of April. And 
Peg, who had never had to work a day 
in her life, decided that this time, in- 
stead of getting the money for Dad's 
birthday present from mother, she would 
earn enough to buy it with her own 
money. 

She thought a long time and finally 
decided on a new easy chair for him to 
relax in when he got home from work. 

But presents like that cost money, as 
Peg discovered when she started looking 
in furniture store windows. So she de- 
cded to put in spring vacation at a war 
plant. As it turned out, she got a job 
without much trouble, working the swing 
shift. 

So every morning when Dad went to 
work she was sleeping and every even- 
ing when he came home, she was at 
_ ee 


Adapted from Sunday magazine, February, 
1945 (800 N. Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois) 


work. As a result,he hardly saw her all 
vacation. And he'd been looking for- 
ward to April ever since Christmas and 
to the fun they would have talking 
over what had happened in between. 
And he was disappointed. 


Then Dad’s birthday came. When he 
got home that night, he found the new 
chair with Peg’s note pinned on it. Of 
course he was pleased with the present, 
and realized then why Peg had wanted 
to spend her vacation working instead 
of being around so they could enjoy 
her companionship. He appreciated it, 
but he couldn't help saying to Peg’s 
mother, “Mary, if it is a choice between 
a birthday present and having Peg home, 
I never want another birthday!” 

Sometimes we, like Peg, become so 
busy doing things we think will please 
our Heavenly Father we don't 
time to be with Him. 


have 


And the worst thing about it is that 
He misses our companionship. In fact, 
much more than we miss His. This is 
an amazing aspect of the grace of God 
which we seldom think about: that His 
grace is so great that He wants our com- 
panionship. Love always wants recipro- 
cation. And because His love is infinite, 
His desire for our love, our trust, our 





companionship is incomparably great. 
The Scriptures bear this out when they 
say, “This people have I formed for my- 
self” (Isa. 43:21). “The Lord did not 
set his love upon you, nor choose you 
because ye were more in number than 
all people, for ye were the fewest of 
all people: but because the Lord loved 
you” (Deut. 7:7). 


What a tragic thing it is for Him, 
then, when we refuse Him our com- 
panionship. The hurt to the heart of 
God must be very deep. 

In addition, but secondarily, there 
is the harm that comes to us because of 
our lack of consideration for Him, ir- 
reparable harm. Our hearts, which could 
be warmed by communion with Him, 
by His presence, by a fresh realization 
of His love, become cold as we press on 
to serve Him, too busy to spend time in 
His presence. 

And because we do not take time to 
cultivate His friendship, we do not know 
Him well enough to trust Him thorough- 
ly; and consequently His power in our 
lives is limited by our distrust. We fear 
that He will not handle our lives proper- 
ly. The full power and fruitful joy of the 
Holy Spirit is not ours, for the sin of 
distrust is keeping Him from filling all 
our hearts. Such are the tragic conse- 
quences of rushing along, doing His 
work—and neglecting Him. 


The Danger of Bible Study 


Yet even when a regular time is set 
aside for Bible study and prayer, such 
time is too often improperly used—for 
ourselves, instead of for Him. 

Take Bible study, for instance. 

Unless we watch carefully it is apt 
to be a time of hasty, casual reading, 
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just to be able to say we have “read 
our chapter.” Or else it is a time of 
sermon preparation, getting ready for 
next Sunday or some meeting we’ve 
been asked to address. 


In such cases there is little real com- 
munion with Christ. Little meditation 
upon His perfection, His grace, His 
love. Instead, these are, all too frequent- 
ly, times of thinking about whether we 
will do well when we give out the mes- 
sage we are preparing. Or thinking about 
how long the chapter is, and how un- 
interesting. 

Our primary motive in reading the 
Scriptures ought to be to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ better. Not even to know 
more about Him, but to know Him. 

As we read the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt, we ought to see His mighty 
power. We ought to wonder at the dis- 
obedient stubborness of rebellious Israel 
—and then suddenly see ourselves even 
as stiffnecked, as displeasing to Him be- 
cause of our lack of trust. We ought to 
see how trustworthy He is. 

As we read the Gospels, we ought to 
walk the dusty roads of Galilee with 
Him. We ought to be amazed at the 
unbelief of Peter, Andrew, Thomas and 
all the others; and to see how little we 
trust Him, and then fall upon our knees 
before our Saviour, confessing our un- 
belief and thanking Him for Himself 
and all His goodness. 

Or the matter of prayer. Of all times 
during the day here is a time and place 
to commune with the Lord Jesus, to get 
to know Him well as we talk with Him. 


But instead, our prayers are all too 
often full of petition only, asking for 
multitudes of things, all needful, all 
good, yet forgetting that even more im- 
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portant is enjoying His presence .. . 
and letting Him enjoy ours! 

Check yourself on this point. How 
much time have you spent today in 
prayer? Of what did your prayer time 
consist—asking? Or talking with Him 
—praising, thanking, worshipping? 

| heard not long ago of a man who 
had discovered that, when things were 
going wrong in his business day, one of 
the very best solutions was to lock the 
door of his office and spend time in 
prayer—not asking God to remedy his 
troubles, but thanking God for His kind- 
nesses. 

And why shouldn’t that work? As 
the sacrifice of our thanksgiving ascends 
into heaven, God is well pleased and 
reveals Himself in a wonderfully fresh 
way. And the troubled, distracted heart 
and mind become calm before the good- 
ness of the heavenly Father. 

Not long ago | was at Ohio State Uni- 
versity attending a Christian student 
conference. | remember especially the 
closing session. As usual, there was 
prayer from many hearts—but not the 
usual prayers of petition for strength 
and grace (which would have been quite 
in order). Instead, there was a spirit of 
joy in the Lord, of appreciation for all 
His goodness to each student there, a 
realization of the majesty of God and 
of His infinite love. There were few 
requests. 


Try This When You Pray 


Sometime, perhaps tonight, try spend- 
ing half an hour thanking God. Thank 
Him for Himself; think of all the at- 
tributes of God—such as His majesty, 
power, love, holiness; His creation in 
all its vastness, yet His love for you 


individually; enter into the experiences 
of Abraham, and thank Him for provid- 
ing a substitute for Isaac; thank Him 
for His long patience in forbearing judg- 
ment upon the children of Israel despite 
their continuous insubordination and 
churlishness; then thank Him for His 
patience with you. Thank Him for send- 
ing Elijah and the prophets. Thank Him 
for sending the Lord Jesus; for the blind 
man who was healed, the leper who was 
cleansed; for stilling the storm and 
strengthening the faith of the disciples— 
and yours. Thank Him for His gentle- 
ness with the aged Apostle John . . . 


Begin as far back as you can remem- 
ber and thank Him for the way He has 
protected you when you came near to 
accident or death; for your parents; 
your educational opportunities; your 
career; your family; assurance of His 
continued leading in the future, come 
life or death; thank Him for the heaven- 


ly home He is even now preparing for 
you. And if you can’t think of anything 
more, open your Bible while on your 


knees to the Psalms and read one 
prayerfully. 

You will probably find it was a short 
half hour after all. But a transforming 
experience. 

Then, finally, when thinking of how 
you can spend more time with your 
Saviour, don’t forget the important part 
of meditation. Think much about Him. 
Do this deliberately—while walking to 
class, or baking a cake, or raking the 
lawn. We are so prone to forget Jesus 
during the day that this may be difticult 
at first. But the rewards in fellowship 
with the Saviour are sweet. Your whole 
day’s work is apt to be different as a 


result. 
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A good passage to keep referring to 
is Ephesians 2:1-10. Even though we 
were so horribly filthy in sin, God has 
made us wondrously alive with Christ, 
sitting in the heavenly places with Him; 
and throughout the ages of ages yet to 
come we will be there for God Himself 
to show forth the exceeding riches of 
His grace, by His kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. We are saved so 
that forever He can shower us with 
kindness. 

In view of this, how paltry our con- 
ception of God. How much we have 
thought of ourselves, how little of Him. 


Make this summer count 


[' one, two, or three of you will be 
in summer school this summer, start 
laying plans for an effective summer pro- 
gram! Prayer meetings can go on and 
God will answer just as readily as in 
the winter. 

Last year one of the most effective 
summer programs was developed at the 
University of British Columbia. It was a 
means of holding the group together, 
finding new prospects, and preparing for 
a smashing start in the fall. 

Besides the lecture series sponsored on 
Saturday nights all through the summer, 
Secretary Jean Alben reports several 
extra-curricular activities. One especially 
successful event was a beach party at 
Spanish Banks. Games and swimming 
prepared the way for a sing-song into 
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Perhaps this is the day you can begin 
to spend less time in asking and more 
time in rejoicing in Him. Not for what 
He can give us, “not that we may be 
used, that the glory of our name or of 
our organization may be magnified; not 
that we might have power with God 
and with men for ourselves. 

“But to forget ourselves and to pray 
for one purpose and to one end only— 
the joy and satisfaction and the glory of 
our Saviour.’’ May He teach us to al- 
ways remember that “our goal is God 
Himself, not joy, nor peace, nor even 
blessings, but Himself, our God.” 





which student witnessing was intersper- 
sed. Fish and chips, cake and orange 
crush were served later. Three students 
received Christ as Saviour during the 
evening. 


Equally effective was the canoe party 
at Lost Lagoon. After an hour’s paddling, 
the canoes were tied up to a pier and a 
sing-song begun in the canoes. This at- 
tracted other parties that stayed to listen 
to the message. Afterward came cocoa 
and doughnuts. 


The week before the fall term, a 
conference was held at Burrard Inlet to 
plan the freshman reception. That it 
paid to prepare carefully, became evident 
when the reception was a great success. 


So make this summer count! 
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men and women whose hearts God has touch- 
ed, and linked in the Inter Varsity Fellowship 
by a common spirit of love and service. 


Outside: American bombers and _ British 
trucks roaring past. Inside: the silent work of 
the Spirit of God, convicting men and women 
of their pride and stubbornness, breaking them 
down before the holiness and majesty of God. 


Our God is marching on; that was one of the 
messages of the conference. Technical College 
President, Dr. Richardson, threw before us the 
challenge of the many huge technical colleges 
without evangelical witness. Technical Colleges’ 
Christian Fellowship is our newest baby; trav- 
cling secretary Miss Bramley told us of the 
growth of Training Colleges’ Christian Union, 
now lustily demanding a secretary of its own, 
with its 30 branches. Our great difficulty is not 
to advance too quickly in some spheres—I.V.F. 
children are growing so rapidly that General 
Secretary Douglas Johnson is somewhat wor- 
ried about the speed with which they outgrow 
their clothes! 

Advancing on all fronts? No, but holding 
on. Many chapters still have only a handful 
of members, unsympathetic college authorities, 
tough times ahead. This time, we go back to 
college remembering that the Biblical quorum 
for an evangelical union is two students and 
God. 

What about the new education bill and the 
new mushroom postwar colleges? We are ready 
to attack, but will you help us lay the prayer- 


barrage? Thank you, America. 


+ + + 


Here is the way a Canadian student saw the 
Conference. WREN Alice Ironside, University 
of Toronto, writes: 

The conference was quite different from any 
that I have attended previously. The theme 
was “The God with Whom We Have to Deal.” 
The messages so fitted into each other that it 
is almost impossible to remember which speak- 
er said what. The personality of the speakers 
did not stand out but their messages drove 






































home the “goodness and severity of God” in 
a most effective way. There was no “emotion- 
alism’” yet even the reserved, undemonstrative 
English found it necessary to use handkerchiefs 
during the services. The whole thing was rather 
terrific. The danger of complacency and the 
fact that unbelief “ties the hands of Almighty 
God” were among the warnings. 


The emphasis was entirely on God and His 
dealings with His people, not on us as indi- 
viduals, yet this approach was so effective 
that there were some who didn’t attend the 
meetings because they were too much for 
them. 


One emphasis was especially prominent: 
that just as it was necessary for the nation 
to become disciplined after a period of softness 
in order to win the war, so too the Church: 
for there is not only the goodness but also the 
severity of God to consider. 


WESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION had an interesting Bible study 
after they had collected all the questions in the 
minds of the members of the group and turned 
them over to a group of the students called the 
“Board of Experts.” These students made a 
special study of the questions and led the 
group in Bible study to answer them. 


GOOD IDEA! I.V.C.F. chapters at IOWA 
STATE COLLEGE, Ames, and TEXAS 
STATE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, Denton, 
are planning to send their next year’s chapter 
presidents to Campus in the Woods, Inter- 
Varsity’s new summer training camp. 


WEST CHESTER STATE TEACHERS?’ 
COLLEGE (Pennsylvania) wound up the year 
with such an unusually nice dinner party that 
it was the talk of the campus. Highlight of the 
evening was an original poem by Esther Yerkes 
on the history of the group this year. They 
report three girls won to Christ this year 
through their testimony. 


The foundation is being laid for a new Chris- 
tian student group at PENNSYLVANIA ACA- 
DEMY OF THE FINE ARTS. 
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A LETTER from Mr. Francis Grim of Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa, tells something of the 
Nurses’ Christian Fellowship of that country 


For some work 


years we have been doing 
among the nurses (male and female) in the 
General, Mental, Military, Mission, and Native 
hospitals of South Africa. The Lord has gra- 
ciously blessed our efforts in saving souls and 
giving us five fulltime lady workers who visit 
these hospitals throughout the land and do 
all they can for the spiritual welfare of the 
nurses. For some time we have been praying 
tor the medical students and doctors, and here 
too the Lord is graciously opening a door for 


us 


MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE, East Lan- 
sing, co-operated with the Luther Club on that 
campus in a Memorial Day outing. This outing 
was preceded by 24 hours of unbroken prayer 
—different members of the group signed up 
for designated periods throughout the entire 
day and night, making a complete chain of 
prayer 


MACALESTER chapter has been contacting 
Christian students on Hamline University cam- 
pus in St. Paul them are 
meeting for prayer regularly and in the fall 


they expect to form a Bible study group 


The UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN is plan- 
ning a program for reaching their 500 foreign 
students. A number of the Christian students 
visit the international tea each Thursday after- 


Three or four of 


noon, and they are sending each one of these 
foreign students a New Testament in his own 
language accompanied by a personal letter 


Inter-Varsity students from CHICAGO 
TEACHERS COLLEGE visited the University 
After 


of Chicago campus en masse recently 
being shown around the campus in good style 
by U. of C. 1.V.C.F ers, the C.T.C. kids jo'ned 
them in their regular Bible study meeting. Pres 
ident John Hayward of the UNIVERSITY OI 
CHICAGO chapter has developed a unique 


method of selling Inter-Varsity publications 
Following a pre-Easter discussion of the Resur- 


rection at which both sides—the liberal and the 


conservative positions 

out copies of The Man 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
John, were free! Before the meeting broke up, 


were stated, he passed 
Who Lived 
These, according to 


Igain by 


announcement was made of an offering plate 
at the door to help with some of the projects 
of the group. Enough money resulted not only 
to pay for the books which had been distrib- 
uted but to pay for two subscriptions to HIS 
given to members of the who 


group were 


leaving the campus 

STAFF MEMBER ALICE REID is busy these 
days collecting pots and pans, and hats and 
shoes preparatory to leaving for the mission 
field in August. Alice will be going to Nandur- 
bar, West Khandesh, India, to teach in a Bible 
Women’s training school. For the 
years she has been Inter-Varsity staff member 
for Washington. Let’s 
her 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY (New York) I. V 
C. F, chapter presented Mr. James E. Bennett, 
an outstanding Christian lawyer from New 
York City in a Saturday night meeting in 
Ithaca. Mr. Bennett was the attorney for the 
defense in the now famous “Lawsuit against 
the Bible” trial. Mr. Bennett also spoke at the 
regular Sunday campus meeting of the chap- 
ter 

First NEW JERSEY MONTHLY MEETING 
was held May 19. Dr. Raymond I. Lindquist, 


pastor of the First Church of Orange spoke on 
The Mainspring of Life.’ 


past two 


remember to pray for 


Pray for these meet- 
ings as they continue throughout the summer 


R. A. Cole of Dublin has sent the following 
report of the important British Inter-Varsity 
Conference at Oxford to HIS 


Outside: cool lawns and flowering trees, 
quadrangles of mellow sandstone in sunshine 
Inside: nearly four hundred students praying 
for God's work in the twenty odd Universities 
and University Colleges of the British Isles 


Outside 


many who were young and enthusiastic before, 
and seen them pass. Inside 


mediaeval city that has smiled at 


a band of young 
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